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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

Guiuan Marine Resource Protected Landscape and Seascape (GMRPLS) can 

be found in the south-eastern tip of Samar Island facing the Pacific Ocean. It 

is located in the municipality of Guiuan, in the province of Eastern Samar, 

Philippines, approximately 10°58’57.1”N latitude and 125°48’10.9”E longitude. 

It has a total area of 60,448 hectares covering the coastal areas of Guiuan 

and nearby islands of Calicoan, Manicani, Candulo, Suluan, Tubabao, and 

Homonhon and surrounding reefs. 

 

GMRPLS in Eastern Samar, Philippines was designated as a protected area by 

virtue of Presidential Proclamation No. 469 in 1994. It is notable for its rich marine 

resources which are utilized by local residents, the academe and surfers. Most 

of the terrestrial forest areas of this protected area remain largely unexplored 

and biological knowledge is deficient. 

 

The GMRPLS is one of the study areas chosen for implementation of the 

CONserve-KAIGANGAN Program. This research program has mission to assess 

and conserve the biodiversity (plant, animal and microbial diversity) in 

kaigangan (Samar local dialect for forests over limestone) towards its 

sustainable management in Samar Island, Philippines, particularly in Paranas, 

Taft, and Guiuan. This is very important since the GMRPLS hosts one of the most 

extensive coastal and inland type of forests over limestone.  
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STUDY SITE DESCRIPTION 
 

 

The biodiversity assessment was conducted in the municipality of Guiuan, Eastern 

Samar. A total of nine (9) plots measuring 20x20m and eighteen (18) line transects 

were established in this municipality to assess the floral diversity of the area. On the 

other hand, transect and various trapping methods were used to assess the animal 

diversity in the study site. The sampling locations were identified using the presence 

and absence of anthropogenic disturbances, plant diversity heterogeneity, and 

topographic attributes of the area. Specifically, the sampling plots in Guiuan were 

laid out in Barangay Baras, Barangay Pagnamitan, Barangay Ngolos, and Barangay 

Sulangan. The map below shows the location of established sampling plots, 

represented as black dots, in the municipality of Guiuan, Eastern Samar. 

 

 

Map of sampling plots in Guiuan, Eastern Samar 

 

© CONserve 
KAIGANGAN 2019 

© CONserve KAIGANGAN 2019 
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FLORA OF GUIUAN
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PLANT SPECIES LIST: 

Aglaonema commutatum Schott 

Aquilaria cumingiana (Decne.) Ridl

Artocarpus rubrovenius Warb.

Bridelia glauca Blume 

Calophyllum blancoi Planch. &Triana 

Caryota rumphiana Mart.

Cyclopeltis crenata (Fée) C. Chr.

Ficus ampelas Burm.f.

Ficus minahassae (Teijsm & Vriese) Miq.

Gnetum gnemon L.

Greeniopsis multiflora (Elmer) Merr.

Hancea wenzeliana (Slik) S.E.C. Sierra, Kulju & Welzen

Wallaceodendron celebicum Koord.

7 



Family: Araceae
Scientific Name: Aglaonema commutatum Schott
Common name: Pilako

8 



Family: Polypodiaceae 
Scientific Name: Cyclopeltis crenata (Fée) C.Chr.
Common name: Lukdo (Waray)

habit spores

Fée

9 



Family: Polypodiaceae 
Scientific Name: Phymatosorus scolopendria (Burm.F.) C.Chr.
Common name: No associated common name

10 



Family: Commelinaceae 
Scientific Name: Tradescantia zebrina Bosse
Common name: Wandering jew

11 



 

Family: Araliaceae 
Scientific Name: Artocarpus rubrovenius Warb.
Common name: Antipolo 

PHILIPPINE

12 



Family: Thymelaeaceae
Scientific Name: Aquilaria cumingiana (Decne.) Ridl.
Common name: Agar/Lapnisan 

mature fruit unripe fruits 

13 



Family: Phyllanthaceae 
Scientific Name: Bridelia glauca Blume
Common name: Anislag 

14 



Family: Calophyllaceae 
Scientific Name: Calophyllum blancoi Planch. & Triana
Common name: Pamintaogon 

15 



Family: Arecaceae 
Scientific Name: Caryota rumphiana Mart
Common name: Pugahan

16 



Family: Moraceae 
Scientific Name: Ficus ampelas Burm.f. 
Common name: Laniti 
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Family: Moraceae 
Scientific Name: Ficus minahassae (Teijsm. & Vrise) Miq. 
Common name: Hagimit

18 



Family: Gnetaceae 
Scientific Name: Gnetom gnemon L.
Common name: Bago
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Family: Rubiaceae 
Scientific Name: Greeniopsis multiflora (Elmer) Merr.
Common name: Hambabalud

PHILIPPINE

20 



 

Family: Euphorbiaceae 
Scientific Name: Hancea wenzeliana (Slik) S.E.C. Sierra, Kulju &
Welzen
Common name: Apanang

PHILIPPINE
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Family: Fabaceae (Mimosoideae) 
Scientific Name: Wallaceodendron celebicum Koord.
Common name: Banuyo

22 



FAUNA OF GUIUAN
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ANIMALS SPECIES LIST

 Platymantis guentheri (Boulenger, 1882)  

Amphibians

Bronchocela cristatella (Kuhl, 1820) 

Cyrtodactylus sumuroi Welton, Siler, Linkem, Diesmos & Brown, 2010 

Draco bimaculatus Günther, 1864

Lamprolepis smaragdina philippinica (Mertens 1928) 

Sphenomorphus jagori Steineger, 1908 

Tropidolaemus subannulatus (Kuch et al., 2007)

Reptiles

Cyornis rufigastra philippinensis Sharpe, 1877

Halcyon coromanda bangsi (Oberholser, 1915) 

Hypisepetes Philippines saturatior (Hartert, 1916)

Lanius cristatus L.

Monticola solitarius philippensis (Statius Müller, 1776)

Birds

Bullimus bagobos Mearns, 1905

Rattus everettii Günther, 1879

Non-volant Mammals

Ptenochirus jagori Peters, 1861

Rousettus amplexicaudatus Geoffroy, 1810

Volant Mammals

24 



Family: Ceratobatrachidae
Scientific Name: Platymantis guentheri (Boulenger, 1882)
Common name: Gunther's Wrinkled Ground Frog

PHILIPPINE

25 



Family:  Agamidae
Scientific Name:  Bronchocela cristatella  (Kuhl, 1820)
Common name:  Green crested lizard

26 



 

PHILIPPINE

Family:  Agamidae
Scientific Name:  Cyrtodactylus sumuroi  Welton, Siler, Linkem, Deismos, &
Brown, 2010
Common name:  Samar bent-toed gecko

27 



Family: Agamidae
Scientific Name: Draco bimaculatus Günther, 1864
Common name: Two-spotted flying lizard

PHILIPPINE

28 



Family:  Scincidae
Scientific Name:  Lamprolepis smaragdina philippinica  (Mertens 1928)
Common name:  Emerald tree skink

29 



Family: Scincidae
Scientific Name: Sphenomorphus jagori Stejneger, 1908
Common name: Jagor's sphenomorphus

PHILIPPINE

30 



Family:  Viperidae
Scientific Name:  Tropidolaemus subannulatus  (Kuch et al., 2007)
Common name:  Keeled green pit viper

31 



Family: Muscicapidae 
Scientific Name: Cyronis rufigastra philippinensis Sharpe, 1877
Common name: Mangrove blue-fly catcher

PHILIPPINE

phi l ippinens i s

32 



 Family:  Alcedinidae
Scientific Name:  Halcyon coromanda bangsi  (Oberholser, 1915)
Common name:  Ruddy kingfisher

Race bangs i

33 



Family: Pycnonotidae 
Scientific Name: Hypsipetes philippinus saturatior (Hartert, 1916)
Common name: Philippine bulbul

PHILIPPINE

34 



Family: Laniidae
Scientific Name: Lanius cristatus L. 
Common name: Brown shrike

35 



Family: Muscicapidae 
Scientific Name: Monticola solitarius philippinensis (Statius Müller, 1776)
Common name: Eastern blue rock-thrush

36 



Family: Muridae
Scientific Name: Bullimus bagobus Mearns, 1905
Common name: Bagobo rat

PHILIPPINE

37 



Family: Muridae
Scientific Name: Rattus everetti Günther, 1879
Common name: Philippine forest rat

PHILIPPINE

38 



PHILIPPINE

Family:  Pteropodidae
Scientific Name:  Ptenochirus jagori  Peters, 1861
Common name:  Greater musky fruit bat

39 



Family: Pteropodidae
Scientific Name: Rousettus amplexicaudatus Geoffroy, 1810
Common name: Common rousette

40 



THE UNIQUE FORESTS OVER LIMESTONE OF GUIUAN
MARINE RESERVE PROTECTED LANDSCAPE AND

SEASCAPE (GMRPLS)

41 
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